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By Heena
in New Delhi

BREAKING his sllence for the
- first time since his resigna-
~ tion last week, HT-Delhi
director R. Shevgaonkar
~told his colleagues in an
“email conversation that
unforeseen situations
- towards the end of the year
led him to step down from
his on.
- The email, which notesthat
this is his last New Year mes-
?: as the dlrectbr of T
Delhi, was sent on Wednes-
day to all fncultv members
and staff of 1IT-D. The email
is the first oﬂlclal communi-
cation by Shevgaonkar after
he stepped down from the
position two years before
his term ends.
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’ Delhl is on constant rising
path and | am sure the New
- Year will bring many
unprecedented achieve-

ments to the institute,”
Shevgaonkar wrote |n hls

: 1 email.
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is an essen
tlal part of a Malthy ‘aca-
- demic environment. How-
~ ever, a care needs to be
taken that the internal dif-
- ferences are not exploited
by the outsiders to affect
our functioning. Let us work
to make IITD a model insti-
tute for transparency, trust,
accountability and aca-
demic and research excel-
lence,” the email said.
Shavgaonkar reportgdly
resigned after he was cor-
- nered by the HRD Ministry

for his alleged involvement
in setting up an meﬁaboﬂm
shore campus in Mauritius.
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11T Delhi director R Shevgaonkar breaks silence on sudden
resignation

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-iit-delhi-director-r-shevgaonkar-breaks-silence-on-sudden-resignation-
2048517

IIT Director R Shevgaonkar, whose resignation last week had triggered a controversy, on Wednesday attributed
his decision to quit to some "unforeseen situations".

"Towards the end of the year, however, some unforeseen situations developed and | had to decide to step down
from my position. Nevertheless, this is a small transient in the long illustrious history of 1IT Delhi. "lIT Delhi is
on constant rising path and | am sure the New Year will bring many unprecedented achievements to the
institute,” Shevgaonkar said in his farewell mail sent to the faculty, staff and students.

The Director, however, did not elaborate on the unforeseen events that had led him to resign from his post on
Friday last, two years before his terms ends. The resignation has not been accepted till now. A statement issued
by IIT-D on Monday cited "personal reasons" for the resignation.

In his mail, Shevgaonkar went on to say that there is also a need to create a positive image about the internal
functioning of the institute to the outside world. "Disagreement is an essential part of a healthy academic
environment. However, a care needs to be taken that the internal differences are not exploited by the outsiders
to affect our functioning. Let us work to make 11ITD a model institute for transparency, trust, accountability and
academic and research excellence," he said.

Shevgaonkar noted this was his last new year message as the Director of 1T Delhi as he had "formally
resigned" and was awaiting his relieving orders.

1T Delhi faculty asks Director R Shevgaonkar to
withdraw resignation

By: PTI | New Delhi | December 31, 2014 6:00 am

http://www.financialexpress.com/article/industry/jobs/iit-delhi-faculty-asks-director-r-shevgaonkar-to-
withdraw-resignation/24696/

The 11T Delhi faculty forum on Tuesday requested Director R Shevgaonkar to withdraw his resignation over
which a controversy had erupted, describing him as a man of “dignity and integrity”.

The request came even as Chairman of the I1T-D’s Board of Governors Vijay Bhatkar met HRD Minister Smriti
Irani.

“The faculty of IIT Delhi stands by the decisions that its administration has taken to uphold the autonomy of the
Institute. We request the Director, IIT Delhi to withdraw his resignation,” the faculty forum said in a statement.
The resignation has not yet been accepted.

Shevgaonkar had last Friday forwarded his resignation to Bhatkar citing “personal reasons” even as a media
report suggested that he was under pressure from the HRD Ministry. The Ministry has denied that any pressure
was put on Shevgaonkar that may have made him quit.
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Sources in the HRD Ministry indicated that faulting the Director on the issue of the setting up of an extension
research campus in Mauritius would prove counter productive as it had approval of the Ministry itself and an
MoU in this regard was signed in Mauritius last year in the presence of the then HRD Minister M M Pallam
Raju.

An enquiry is already underway about the MoU which has been at the centre of the controversy ever since
Shevgaonkar quit.

An IIT statement issued by the acting registrar yesterday had, however, said the campus in Mauritius is not an
“extension campus of IIT-D” but an independent research academy named ‘International Institute of
Technology Research Academy’ (IITRA). “IIT-D’s role is only advisory in nature,” it said.

Sources said that HRD Minister Smriti Irani met President Pranab Mukherjee, who is the visitor of the 1ITs.

While it remained unclear what transpired at the meeting, HRD Ministry sources maintained that Irani went to
Rashtrapati Bhavan to enquire about the President’s health.

IIT Delhi faculty members are of the unanimous view that “interference” in the operational autonomy of IIT
Delhi (and 1T system in general) is the beginning of the end to excellence that has been achieved so far, or can
be achieved in future, especially in the Indian context.

“For any academician, including all faculty of IIT Delhi and especially Prof Shevgaonkar, dignity and integrity
are the sole assets of our lives.

“Thus, direct or indirect communication affecting these parameters is bound to create unrest in an otherwise
peaceful mind that truly loves research and teaching. This is the spirit of IIT Delhi,” the statement said.

BJP leader and former I1T-Delhi alumni Subramanian Swamy, whose name has been dragged into the
controversy, had yesterday alleged his resignation was not over the alleged demand by him to the Ministry to
settle his dues but had to do with setting up 1IT-D campus in Mauritius over which an “explanation” has been
sought from him.

The 11T statement issued yesterday said the original proposal to start International Institute of Technology Delhi
Research Academy was initiated on the recommendation of the IIT Council on January 21, 2011 but its
nomenclature was later changed to IITRA on the advice of the HRD Ministry.

“The final MoU was okayed by HRD Ministry and it was signed in the presence of the then HRD Minister on
November 19, 2013 in Mauritius,” the IIT statement said.

IIT Delhi Alumni Association has yesterday also come out in support of Shevgaonkar, requesting him to
continue in his post.

Govt. Invites Proposals From 11Ts & 11Sc To Undertake
Studies On River Basins Of The Country
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http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/govt-invites-proposals-from-iits-iisc-to-undertake-studies-on-river-basins-
of-the-country-1420024648-1

To combat the evil effects of climate change and with an endeavor to understand its impact on water systems,
the government has urged the educational pioneers of the nation, I1Ts and 11Sc to submit proposals for
undertaking studies of the 20 major river basins of India. The studies are expected to be commissioned shortly
and will take six months to two years for completion, as per the reports given by the Official sources.

The proposal is one of the five adaptation centric goals of the National Water Mission and also an important
priority missions of the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC). National Water Mission has a MoU
with the National Institute of Rural Development, for this purpose. Major objectives of the mission are focused
on ground water, flood management, aquifer mapping, building embankment, preparedness measures.

Currently, the government has decided to involve six IITs and 11Sc in the project to provide valuable and high
end adaptation schemes and policies. The project is being planned to be undertaken in a large scale using
downscaled global climate models.

Important Points

e |ITs, I1Sc to undertake studies on river basins

« The proposal is one of the five goals set by National Water Mission

o Objectives are focused on ground water, flood management, aquifer mapping, building embankment,
preparedness measures

|1'T-B students raise a stink over Swamy's "hate speech’

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/11T-B-students-raise-a-stink-over-Swamys-hate-
speech/articleshow/45713087.cms

In the wake of the controversial comments made by BJP leader Subramanian Swamy during 11T-B's annual fest
Mood Indigo on Monday, including calling Congress president Sonia Gandhi a "vishkanya", a section of
students have come out strongly against the organisers' decision to provide a platform to such politicians. The
Progressive and Democratic Students Collective, a student group at 11T-B, has also condemned the organisers
for inviting the Consulate of Israel as an official "sponsor" for one of the events.

On Monday, Swamy created a stir when he poked fun at the recently resigned Director of ITDelhi, R K
Shevgaonkar, who is also a former deputy director of 11T-B. Swamy said that Shevgaonkar had thought that the
"best intellectual of India is Rahul Gandhi". Swamy had also compared former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh to a circus lion, saying he was "brought up to obey" and was "good at taking orders".

One of the students, Rahul Manganti, said, "They should have taken the care to invite a diverse group
representative of different ideologies, rather than one individual known for his hate speeches.” However, the
organisers insisted that it was incorrect to read political meaning into their invitations. "We invited Swamy to
deliver a talk on how youth should get involved in governance and that does not mean we endorse his
ideology,"said thirdyear student Gunjan Gupta, spokesperson for the organisers.
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Varsities must name officer to see cleaning: UGC
NEW DELHI, Jan 1, 2015, DHNS:

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/451096/varsities-must-name-officer-see.html

The University Grants Commission has asked the universities to appoint a senior official to supervise
cleaning and garbage collection activities in the campus, to ensure that Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Swachh Bharat campaign continues “in a scientific manner and on a sustained basis.”

The higher education regulator has asked the vice chancellors and heads of the universities and colleges to keep
it informed abut the actions initiated by them on a monthly basis in this regard. The monthly report to be
submitted by the varsities will be forwarded to the Human Resources Ministry every month as sought by
Education Minister Smriti Irani.

’Since, most of the institutions are spread over large geographical areas and they have different units like
hostels, playgrounds, teaching blocks, administrative blocks, etc, it is necessary that collection points for these
units may be earmarked and a system created to lift the garbage from these points to the main garbage
collection point where the entire garbage of the institution shall be collected,” UGC secretary Jaspal S Sandhu
instructed the varsity heads two days back.

The local civic authorities should be informed about the main garbage point from where it could be lifted for
“appropriate disposal”, he added.

The commission also directed the universities to share all the activities that they undertake to implement the
Swachh Bharat programme on MyGov.in, a platform created by the Modi government for “citizen engagement
towards good governance”.
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Spotlight on Oculus Rift as 11T-B’s Techfest kicks off today

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/spotlight-on-oculus-rift-as-iit-bs-techfest-kicks-off-today/

The virtual reality, head-mounted set is touted as the next generation gadget in the gaming world, as it takes a
gamer into a 6D simulator setup, allowing him to step inside their favourite game and virtual world.

For gamers across the city, a visit to 11T-B’s annual Techfest on Friday will see their avatar moment, with the
organisers showcasing Oculus Rift as one of the prime exhibits. The virtual reality, head mounted sets is touted
as the next generation in the gaming world, as it takes a gamer into a 6D simulator set up, allowing him to step
inside their favourite game and virtual world. I1T-B students claim that this is the first time the head set will be
exhibited in the country. “In the US, innovators are already looking at using the Rift for training their police
officials, using it during warfare, flight simulators training, advanced surgeries and also learning driving.

This year, the Techfest is scheduled from January 2-5.

The Rift allows you to become a part of literally any virtual reality environment,” said Anuraj Gupta, media
coordinator and a second year student at I1T-B. The pre-publicity to Techfest has seen the students take the
Oculus Rift to malls in the city. In the city for an entire week, the gamers can experience a roller coaster ride, or
opt to hit a sixer at a cricket pitch, or better, hit a penalty win to a cherring football game, all sitting in a chair.
The students also are hoping to see a wider audience and some collaborative outcome.

“This exhibition will give also us an oppurtunity to present it to people from different institutions and think-
tanks in the country, who can make efficient use of the technology for better services,” Gupta added. The Rift
was founded by Palmer Luckey, a self-described ‘virtual reality enthusiast’ and hardware geek from the US.

“The Rift uses custom tracking technology to provide ultra-low latency 360° head tracking, allowing you to
seamlessly look around the virtual world just as you would in real life. Every subtle movement of your head is
tracked in real time creating a natural and intuitive experience.” “We have been planning the fest since nine
months, it was quite difficult to get the Rift because it is still in the development process. We also had to make
sure that we had the required sponsors in place to get the Rift,” said Ayush Bandil, a third year student at IIT-B,
who is also in-charge of managing the event.

Techfest is 1IT-B’s annual science and technology festival to promote technology, scientific thinking and
innovation. The even sees a footfall of more than 135,000 people comprising mainly of the youth from across
the nation and an outreach of over 2,500 colleges across India and over 500 overseas universities. The event
will see a lecture series by former President APJ Abdul Kalam. The exhibitions will also comprise scaled down
models of ships and submarines, artillery gun and BMP-2 tanks.

Gesture-controlled ‘hand’, robots that play football other attractions

Even as the world’s first autonomous robot, ‘Beach bot’, capable of creating large-scale sand art, a technology
which has been developed by Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, ETH Zurich, soccer playing robots from
Germany and a gesture-controlled hand from France will be the primary attractions during exhibitions at
Techfest, IIT Bombay’s annual science and technology festival. It is launching a public exhibition this year,
where faculty, students and corporate personnel will get a chance to exhibit their work. Accordingly, for this
segment, exhibits were invited across various categories, including robotics, electronics, engineering, fine art,
architecture, automobiles, design, pure science and energy.
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While Sanket Panchal, an engineering student from Parul Institute of Engineering and Technology at Limda in
Waghodla, VVadodara, is showcasing a manual paddy translator, a machine for Indian farmers who having
labour and health problems during farming of paddy crops, Sonam Kumari and her team from MIT, Manipal,
will display a solar electric car, a car that runs on solar energy and is capable of reaching 120 kmph and 30
kmph cruising speeds when powered only from the solar panels. In all, there will be five IIT Bombay exhibits,
15 other Indian exhibits and 16 international exhibits.

Yet another attraction at the festival will be ‘technoholix’, which is, according to the organisers, “a perfect
blend of science and technology filled with pure entertainment, providing a visual feastfor the audience”.

- See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/spotlight-on-oculus-rift-as-iit-bs-techfest-kicks-
off-today/#sthash.HTxzPsX0.dpuf



